
My biggest motivation is … curiosity.

The most significant advance in chemistry in the last hundred years has been … catalysis, any catalysis.

My favorite subject at school was … history.

When I was eighteen I wanted to be … a biochemist.

My first experiment was … in the kitchen of my parents.

The most exciting thing about my research is … having a group of young students.

In my spare time I … read history books and listening to music.

In ten years time I will be … retired!

The part of my job which I enjoy the most is … teaching.

A good work day begins with … a good cup of coffee.

My favorite food is … grilled octopus.

My favorite book is … Thucidides.

My favorite musicians and composers are … David Oistrakh and Sviatoslav Richter (musicians) and
Brahms, Satie, Poulenc, and Prokofiev (composers).

My favorite piece of music is … Mozart�s “Piano Concerto No. 23, Andante”.

My worst habit is … smoking.

The biggest problem that chemists face is … explaining chemistry to nonchemists.
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